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Leaders Praise Brownell

Brief; Officials Opposed

The announcement of the Eis-
enhower administration’s policy
opposing segregation in pubhc
schools has been miet with joy

and saorrow in the South.

Leaders, white and Negro, Demo-
cratic and Republican, have align-
ed themselves for and ageinst the
administration’s stand as could be
expected of persons of divers poli-
tical pérsuasions and racial con-
notations. Negro leaders have
marked the administration’s stand
as heralding & “new day" for the
nation. Southern Democratic con-
gressmen took an expected unfavor-
able view of the- president’s stand
as revealed by Attorney General
Herbert Brownell in his brief urg-
ing the Supreme Court to declare
racial segregation in public schools
unconsmuuonal

NEGRO LEADERS VIEWS .
Negro leaders in the South hand-
ed the administration an endorse-
ment on its stand. At Birmingham,
Aummr .8hores, who -heads Alaba-
ma's Negro Democrats, described
the attorney general’s stand “com-
mendable.” A slmilar view was
taken by C. L. Harper, Atlanta
NAACP branch president, who glsp
criticised public officlals planning
evade the fissue if the Supreme

C urt declared segregation uncon- |

| stitutional.

Mr. Harper, asking churches to
pray for “divine guldance” of the
court, sald “We are not going to
evade any decigion of the United
States Supreme Court.” We are go-
ing to abide by the decision, and
we think it out of place that public,
Fofficialiy,;who - Havetakén -the-bath:|:
‘ofoffive to ‘enforce the 16%w, ‘shoitld-
plan evasion of,the law.™ 5

Mr. Harper's observation is’ bas-
ed on announcements in some
gtates that public schools as such
will be abolished should the court
declare blag in onposlt.lon to the
constitution.

Dr. W. R. strassner. president
of Shaw University, Ralelgh, NC,
took an optimistic view, predicting
that the high tribunal will declde

in line with the attorney general'’s

reccommendation of gradual aboli-

" anew In the Democrat ranks.

tion of segregation.” The South will.
adjust heroleally to & gradual
change, he said. .
LAUDED BY GOP LEADER

J. Wesley Dobbs, vice-chairman
of the central committee of the Re-
publican Party in Georgia, heartily
approves the administration’s po-
lcy...Of . .Mr. .Brownell's brief, Mr.
Dobbs who also heads Georgla's
Masons said “I apprové Mr. Brown-
ell's stand - and admire his state--
ment. It is in line with those
American democratic principles up..
on which this nation is founded.

“Enjoyment of these principles.
was not originally granted to Ne-
gro slaves,” Mr. Dobbs continued,
“but the 13th, l4th and 15th
amendments to our  Constitution
were designed to give the American
Negro egual rights of citizenship.
They were put inta the Constitution
for. that purpose.

“The trouble has been that the
the Southern states have failled to
obey these amendments among
which is the 14th. For these rea-
sons 1 think Mr. Brownell is im-
‘minently eorrect with the logic of
hhis brief.”

-Brownell based his argument to
the court on the 14th Amendment
to the Constitution, declaring that
{ts “primary dnd persuasive pur-
pose” was “to secure for Negroes.
full and complete equality before
the law and to abolish all legal d@s-
tinctions based on race or color.”

The amendment, adopted in the-
Post-Civil War - period, bars any
state from making or entorcing‘
laws ‘which .dbridge ‘the  privileg
qnd (mmunmes ol a.ny u. S cl l-

GOV TALMADGE’B- "
Gov. Herman. Tsimadeé of Gecfrr
gla sald he feels that the stapd
taken- by the Eisenhower Admin--
istration will golidity the South:
Gov. James F. Byrnes, who sup-
ported President Eisenhower's can-

didacy but stands as a stout de-
ferider of segregation, said nothing

sbout the brief of Brownell, Byrn-
es. claimed that comment from him

would ‘be uribecoming while he Iis
(Conﬂnued on Page. 8 Column 4)
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contends that the ruling  should
consider the fuct that stute's plans
“do not c¢all for bunhkruptness” and
that he does nof. belleve “the courl
will take an abrupt course.”

Representative E, C. Guthings,
Democrat, of Arkansas, denounced
the brief as an attempt to circum-
vent the will of Congress which, he
said, has “consistently” refused to.
pass anti-segregation laws. He call-
ed for legislution to prevent the
court from passing on the cases. |

“The power to enact laws or to!
amend laws rests exclusively in the
legislative departinent and not in
the judical branch of the Govern-
ment,” Myr. Gathing said. “Con-
gress has refused consistently, year
in and year out, to pass laws de-
stroylng segreaation.™
LOUISIANA VIEW

Gov. Robert F. Kennon of Lou-
islana expressed confldence that
Lhe Supreme Conrt will rule that
“contral of schools {5 essentially a
state function.'

Senatar Olin D. Johnston, Denio-
crat, of South Corolina sald  Mr,
Brownell wsas “out of place” and
deelared *'the Justice Department
has plenty of cases of lts awn wlth-
ont, going into others.

I ean't see why the Attorney
Qeneral's office should enter the
case when the State of South Cara-
linu*is a party,” he added.

Senator Clyde Hoey, Democrat, of
North Caroling, also  jolned he
chorus of southern protests. He
termed Mr. Brownell's action
“highly improper."

Leaders Praise

(Continued Fgrom Page One) .

a delegate at United Natlons,

A South Carolina law depart-
ment official, asking his name be
withheld, remarked that the Brow-
nell action was . “expected—aun-
happily so.”

‘Tennessee’s Republican  chalr-
man, Guy L. Smith, at ¥noxville,
declined comment. :

Dr. M. D. Collins, Georgia State
Schoo! Superintendent. sald  that
“gny transition period” ordered by
the Supreme Court for a change-
over to non-segregated schools in
Georgin would “not be long
enough.”

A North Carolina educator, Dr.
G. H. Ferguson, director of his
state’s division of Negro education,
asks the high court to “go slow” de-
termining 8 tralsition period, He
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